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Nikko Natural Science Museum in Tochigi Prefecture
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Kirifuri Highland Kisuge-daira Hiking Park
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Shimotsuke Nuphar Japonica Colony
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Nikko Futarasan-jinja Shrine
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Nikko Futarasan-jinja Shrine Yayoi Festival Leadership by Young People
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Nikko Futarasan-jinja Shrine Yayoi Festival
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Nikko Toshogu Shrine One Thousand Warriors Procession
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Nikko Toshogu Shrine Yabusame (Horseback Archery)
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Nikko Futarasan-jinja Shrine Chugushi
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Nikko-zan Chuzenji Temple
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Nikko-zan Rinnoji Temple Gohan-shiki (Ceremony of Prayer)
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Nikko-zan Rinnoji Temple Ennen-no-Mai (Dance Ceremony)
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Lake Chuzenji Boat House
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British Embassy Villa Memorial Park
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Nikko Tamozawa Imperial Villa
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Italian Embassy Villa Memorial Park

@ E map | K-10

[ 7R 1Bt
[ i 1#FARRL

BB IEME
[ tel 10288-55-0880

HARDIEHERLLEEY = X LD RE

FEFIGEEICE TH N AR U7 A (ERERITE I, FROFECERDALE
PEFFIFEELTERL TV ER10FEICHEREDN 1 2)T7ELSEIF
. BEZ2FENOUETEHREER T FRI12FIC[12UT7 AFERERER
”"’\EIJ ELTEENE DT,

BEHEUF IS OB RERER CHTE TSI T L~

Ko PISME O HISTE DIIRER) T KT DRSO, BADIEH
RELTHEDES =X LERAS LRI FEIREMEL TS,

F/- EOREEORMICHEZNELN. BMIEREBLETICENINE
RICEIFAA TS, RMORE. AR O E 3 72 & TS
MEARILE—2, BB PR—NECICBUEAE AEED) S-S
17N—ikpEIBERR2ZEN TED,

53
IWK

> |
ya H()tt‘l Hlsmn House :

b HOA o — i AR W = % = % 4T %% i
M HE R ORE R G o R OB 2 M%7 Tl W H g
i F O M R E A 3 I fF R ROF - % oa®or o Mmoo A FEI
W ook k%R o HdE S 1 T4 =~ C Loy ¥ n o D X
%%{i§;1§§i%7§i;@ﬂ4iﬂ%a\f§\:f‘y] - )
SRRt RtE Ll awedel2hkalOr ZEE v
L oA D A L ‘/. T
EmE s E Wopwp <o ke T By _]]‘_
AR R N LU N 5 0 2N
o Lo E % Yt T OE W o2 MR A Y A TN v va
s o° o o1 Mo Z L H oz °% DT 3 g &F v R U
S R T 2 5 H E LA N YR
oW o R oL — B OE % T g o B v 7
o & b o7 e % T A b - N 5 M A & — W o
LIE gt & X2 F %M H < E o H O T #h &
T o H hGin W Moz ok X M A - S 45 i » 6 L




ik T [ P 1Rt
% [ I FRDE
P mayp ¥ [tel10288-98:0126 &

, S B n#

o .::'_fn -
o LR

o ¥ A I k(v

FIES S Hm RN
vk B 7T B O MY E 4 M O MEI RS

oNT ACECERMENA

(Cd

[SRANE] dFUmECTTORE

E§EFCEBACKTIERS >N

; IE - e

AT
S EN CHREFSHFERCOAR

NfrearEsf WEOEENH A
FEE S S el Al O RN AT

*
D
i,
Hr
1
EE‘:
x
D
2V
&
J‘?
t
e
L
7z

DR %S
B
T 2
< 0
D 0
¥ &
2 &
F A
U\
W
3
ol
A
< #
—|7P
o5
x ¥
R

&
'
<

FACE

39
KIRTEbYEK

Osawa Himawari-tai (Safety Patrol Volunteers)
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Kuriyama Ishl\ dkl (BBQ on Heated-rocks)
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Kawamata Genpuku-shiki (Coming-of-age Ceremony)
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Nikko Shishimai (Lion Dance)

@ FEi

[ #8 1BF4R~BE
(BHX(CL)
BAERISRE3)
[ Fr 1B%mek
[ F IBXmExGS
[ tel 10288-22-1525

map | C-3

%WWﬁ@Hﬁ%ﬁIIJ

ARERCERBLCEENRT B[ MTFE] ELEZHOEHENILELT
SRS NTOEY ALRIRO ZKRIROD— DI IBE &1 (S
FEEHWEK) PRFELSNTOS R BATARICE21 DR THFENI TThh,
FHITRIME (IBRILAT) IO TRERSN B0 E I FEP BALH THD,

LT

1T

!j]llfrl'

EReE TR P

~—

SHERHS 0O REL

l""&*éﬁr"i:
H

RemA (FHOFEIH

NI
B) WA ARBHBHOTHE .CF
5

o

O ol Rt

ARSI DR I

b

M
/|

CReE TSR
NI URET AERA O

DwS—-TINEH o

ACKFHESESM A0 1S

FREBRT RS

f—

FTED TR

=
SR EEATOY

RS

S
2
el

)
CD

HYCHIZE #i Y

Nikko Waraku-odori (Dance Festival)

® it

[ # 18 4%8R
[ At 1B Yehis
[ 1&AET
B BT
[ tel 10288-54-0501

map | B-4

HREZMMOE o | Y

RIE2FICKIEXRE - ERMAETHEAETARBEBERETER (K552
V) N EITIRERT Do B EALEBERALFBABIE NED
FETZOEVEHPHY TRBEL 2. T BAMER DRFEEIN TS,
RETR—MARIN. TREMBEDED—KANUMILESTUVS,




FACE

26

IMZ IR LS HYE AT A

Kosugi Hoan Museum of Art, Nikko
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Imaichi Cedar Incense
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Ashio-yaki (Ceramics)
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Nikko Geta (Wooden Clogs)
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Local Art Work: Nikko Tea Ceremony Set
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Imaichi Turned Products
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Nikko Handmade Soba (Buckwheat Noodles)
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Nikko Yuba (Bean-curd Skin)
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Nikko Water
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Nikko Natural Ice
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Special Five Selections of Nikko Brand Food Category
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04 o AR Mt. Shirane 9 A-4 41 o B 1ldR T FEER Nikko-zan Rinnoji Temple Gohan-shiki (Ceremony of Prayer) 20 G-6
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21 [} SR _ERA LR Kinugawa River Upstream Dams 13 C-9) 58 () EESFIL Ashio Copper Mine 27 A-5
29 ) TaTET )| R RSB SR AY Inari River Erosion Control Dams 13 C-4 59 o RREBEROFBLETO LI Ashio Tree-planting Project 927 A5
923 () BAYSTER Oku-Nikko Yumoto Onsen 14 1-8 60 o BYytE Nikko-bori (Wood Carving) 28
24, [ ] SERIRR Kinugawa Onsen 15 D-3 61 () Ayt TE Nikko Geta (Wooden Clogs) 29
25 [ ) NARR Kawaji Onsen 15 D-3 62 () HW+IE AXFEE Local Art Work: Nikko Tea Ceremony Set 29
26 o JIMRER Kawamata Onsen 15 B-3 63 () SHORY Imaichi Turned Products 29
27 () JIMRERDE X R Kawamata Onsen Geyser 15 B-3 64 [ ) SHOARE Imaichi Cedar Incense 929
28 o RERRR Oku-Kinu Onsen 15 A-3 65 () ERE Ashio-yaki (Ceramics) 29
29 [ ) SRR Yunishigawa Onsen 15 C-2 o BANT I RERE EESHEH Special Five Selections of Nikko Brand Food Category
30 o BESEXZTE Kirifuri Highland Kisuge-daira Hiking Park 16 C-3 66 () (AEHEEIES) Association of Long and Well-Established Stores in Nikko 30
31 () K4S Ozasa Ranch 16 C-3 67 o (BXNDZK) Nikko Water 31
39 [ ] SEVTAVKRREE R Shimotsuke Nuphar Japonica Colony 16 D-5 68 ) (BHDFITE7ZIE) Nikko Handmade Soba (Buckwheat Noodles) 31
33 () WHBAREI BB EEE Nikko Natural Science Museum in Tochigi Prefecture 16 K-10 69 [ ) (BIDRKK) Nikko Natural Ice 31
34 o HyeAs it AEE Nikko Cedar Avenue 17 C-4 70 () (BHRDZE) Nikko Yuba (Bean-curd Skin) 31
TR FR29%3A31H
i1t BXTINGHES (BXHEFT REECRE MEBLHR ST 70E—a HEEN) BXTZRBEFIE  hitp://www.city.nikko.lg.jo/hisho/gyousei/shisei/nikko_brand/ninntei.html
T321-1292 thi KBNS AR 1F# TEL.0288-21-5135 FAX.0288-21-5109
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History & Culture

Nikko’s shrines and temples boast a long history

A sacred place

for studying Shinto
and Buddhism,
started by one monk

Nikko is well known as a “holy
place of Shinto-Buddhism syncretism.”
Its history as a place of syncretism
began with the monk Shodo Shonin
(A.D. 735-817) in Mt. Nantai.

Seeking a place of training in
Mountain Buddhism, Shodo Shonin,
born in Shimotsuke Province (current
Moka City in Tochigi Prefecture) built
the Shihonryuji Temple on the north

Food

Traditional food handed down over a millennium
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shore of the Daiya-gawa River. He then
directed his attention to the summit of
Mt. Nantai to worship the mountain
god and perfect his faith.

He faced extreme difficulties in this
task but attained his wish, building a
small shrine on the mountain’s summit.
He then went on to establish a shrine
on the shores of Lake Chuzenji.

Later, Nikko began to be worshipped
as the land where gods and Buddha
dwell, contributing to the area’s long
history, which stretches back more than
1,250 years.

Nikko water
create famous food:

The food culture of Nikko,
land of waters

The sacred land of Nikko features a

traditional food known as “Nikko
Yuba” that has more than a thousand
years of history. Originating in Kyoto
along with Buddhism, it became a
daily staple by monks living in Nikko
in the time of Shodo Shonin, the

Construction of
the Nikko Toshogu Shrine
and registration as

a World Heritage Site

Many temples and shrines were built
in Nikko during the Edo Period,
making the town a prosperous cultural
and economic center. This commenced
with the creation of the Tokugawa
shogunate in Edo, headed by Tokugawa
Ieyasu as the first shogun. With Nikko
positioned directly to the north of Edo
Castle, Ieyasu regarded it as a central
axis connecting Edo with Polaris. In
his dying words, he stated, “I want a
small shrine built in Nikko where I
might be revered and be the god that
keeps the peace throughout the land.”

Later, the second shogun, Hidetada,
built the Toshosha Shrine (current
Nikko Toshogu Shrine), which was
then rebuilt by the third shogun,
Iemitsu, as the stunning shrine that
survived to the present day.

In 1999, the Nikko Toshogu Shrine,
Nikko-zan Rinnoji Temple, and Nikko

Futarasan-jinja Shrine, along with

pioneer of Nikko.

Recent years have seen restaurants
spring up around the town, which
specialize in Yuba cooking as a
traditional food, and the health craze
has focused on soy food products
because of their high nutritional value.
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Nikko Yuba (Bean-curd Skiri)
b B

Mt. Nantai

other shrines and temples, were
registered as the “Shrines and Temples
of Nikko” World Heritage Site. This
accolade gave Nikko even more
renown and boosted its draw as a
global tourist destination.

Nikko, an international
summer resort
beloved of diplomats

Soon after the Meiji Restoration,
British diplomat Sir Ernest Satow
(1843-1929) visited Nikko and
published guides for tourists detailing
Nikko’s attractions. Previously
unknown to foreigners, the town
quickly became well known, and later,
summer homes that allowed

The “Nikko Water” has a
tremendous impact on Yuba’s taste.
Snowmelt waters flow from the
mountains of Nikko to seep deep into
the earth over long periods before
reappearing from underground streams
with a rich, smooth taste. It is no

, exaggeration to say that the
unique character of this water
created Nikko’s food culture.

Nikko is also known as
one of Japan’s premier
producers of soba noodles.
“Nikko Handmade Soba” has
become a regional brand in
itself and has played a role in
the town’s revitalization.
Once again, the unique
waters of Nikko play a
pivotal role in determining
the taste of the town’s

ambassadors and other foreigners to
escape the summer heat were built
along the shores of Lake Chuzenji.

While staying in Nikko, these
foreigners played yachting and boat
games and enjoyed fly fishing and
hunting, creating a European-style
resort culture. This evolution led Nikko
to thrive as an international summer
destination, becoming the first such
resort in Japan.

: 3‘,! 4 |
Italian Embassy Villa Memorial Pari

noodles, as do the different
temperatures in the afternoon and the
night. Nikko’s unique natural
surroundings bring out a sweetness that
enhances the rich flavor of soba
noodles.

Nikko’s natural waters are well
known, and the natural ice, rich in
minute minerals, melts slower than ice
made in freezers and also carries a
mellow sweet aftertaste. Its fluffy
texture is excellent whenused in
shaved ice.

Nikko Handmade Soba (BuckwheagNoodIes)
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Nature

Abundant natural surroundings provide
a treasure trove of rare flora and fauna

Some of the 100 Famous
Japanese Mountains
the majestic

Nikko mountain range

For centuries, Nikko was a place of
mountain worship. Of the string of
famous 2000-plus-meter-tall peaks
making up the Nikko mountain range,
Mt. Nantai (2,486 m), Mt. Nyoho
(2,483 m), and Mt. Taro (2,368 m) are
together known as the “Nikko Sanzan”
or the “Three Mountains of Nikko.”

Mt. Nantai is considered one of the
100 Famous Japanese Mountains and
has long been a symbol of Nikko itself
since it was an object of ancient
worship. A steady string of mountain

VAR

Mt. Shirane

climbers can be seen during the
climbing season heading for the shrine
at the mountain’s summit.

Nikko features other mountains
included in the list of the 100 Famous
Japanese Mountains. Mt.
Nikko-Shirane (2,578 m), located on
the prefectural border, is the highest
peak in the north of the Kanto region.
Mt. Oku-Shirane is the primary peak

Tradiaonal Crafts

Many crafts began with the construction

of the Nikko Toshogu Shrine

03

in this group of mountains, which are
collectively called Mt. Nikko-Shirane.
The area is surrounded by the
Goshiki-numa cluster of lakes, Lake
Yunoko, and the Senjo-ga-hara
Wetland, as well as other natural sites
that contribute to its splendid
glaucidium and other beautiful flora.

Originally a site of mountain
worship, the main peak of the Ashio
Mountains, Mt. Sukai (2,144 m), is
another one of the 100 Famous
Japanese Mountains. Many of the
area’s rugged mountains remain
unexplored. Today, the area’s peaks are
also the origin of the famous
“Skyberry” brand of strawberries from
Tochigi Prefecture.

Local Art Work: Nikko Tea Ceremony Se.

Traditional skills and
fine arts nurtured

by the regional history
and customs

Among the traditional Nikko arts
and crafts handed down over
generations, many began with the
construction of the Nikko Toshogu
Shrine by Tokugawa Iemitsu, the third
shogun of the Edo shogunate.

Five water sources and
famous waterfalls

Nikko has five primary water sources
that flow from the 2,000-meter-high
mountains, namely, the Ojika-gawa
River, Yunishigawa River, Kinugawa
River, Daiya-gawa River, and
Watarase-gawa River. These rivers have
contributed to the livelihoods of local
residents since ancient times. The
natural beauty of river valleys such as
the Ryuokyo and Seto-aikyo Gorges
along the Kinugawa River draw many
tourists from across the globe.

Nikko is often called a “water town”
given its many waterfalls, which are
collectively known as the “48 Waterfalls
of Nikko.” Representative of these
waterfalls is the Kegon Falls, one of the
three most famous waterfalls in Japan.
At a height of around 97 meters and a
width of 7 meters, its volume and height
make an abiding impact on visitors.

Nikko has many other waterfalls both
large and small. The Ryuzu Falls is well
known for its lovely autumn colors. The
Urami Falls was once visited by the
poet Matsuo Basho and inspired some
of his works. The mystical Kirifuri
Falls descend like a fine mist.

For example, “Nikko-bori (Wood
Carving)” started as hobby sculptures
carved by sculptors gathered at Nikko
from across Japan to worship and are
today highly regarded by foreigners as
a traditional crafts representative of
Nikko. Their primary trait is the curve
drawn through proprietary methods
known as “hikkaki,” and people are
attracted to the dignity of the pieces,
which call to mind the architecture of
local temples and shrines. Pieces that

Nikko Geta (Wooden Clogs)

World-renowned
natural beauty.
A registered Ramsar site

Due to their global importance, the
“Oku-Nikko Wetlands” were registered
as a Ramsar site during the 9th
International Symposium for the
Ramsar Convention in 2005. A total of
260.41 hectares were registered,
including Lake Yunoko, the Yukawa
River, Senjo-ga-hara, and
Odashiro-ga-hara wetlands.

At 1,400 meters above sea level,
Senjo-ga-hara has about 400 hectares
of wetlands that are home to more than
350 types of rare mountain plants.
Odashiro-ga-hara to the west is a
grassland area of around 2 square
kilometers surrounded by the
Mongolian oak forest. These areas
feature diverse plant life, native to this
intriguing contrasting proximity of
wetlands and grasslands.

The area is also a haven for wild
wetland birds, which draw many hikers
and birdwatchers in peak season.

take tremendous skill to create are
more than just items for daily use; they
are prime examples of fine arts and
crafts.

Similarly, miniature tea ceremony
items, known as “Local Art Work:
Nikko Tea Ceremony Set,” have been
made for pleasure by wood carvers that
normally made “Nikko-bori (Wood
Carving)” carvings.

“Nikko Geta (Wooden Clogs)” trace
their roots to the area’s shrines and the
monks who wore them but became
popular in the latter part of the Meiji
era. Footwear made of rootstocks
woven with bamboo skins is highly
functional as they are cool in the
summer and warm in the winter.

In addition, Nikko boasts many
other traditional crafts that originated
in the history and customs of the

Natural hotsprings
rising from the earth.
A natural bounty

soothing to
both body and soul

Mountains and rivers, the Nikko
area also boasts-plentiful hot springs
throughout.

The “Oku-Nikko Yumoto Onsen”,
with their hint of sulfur, is well known
as a major hot spring retreat from the
Kanto region. The “Kinugawa Onsen”
follows the Kinugawa gorge, and the
many inns that are popular among
foreign tourists. The “Kawaji Onsen” is
located at the confluence of the
Ojika-gawa River and Kinugawa River
gorges and is relatively close to another
famous tourist site, the Ryuokyo
Gorge. The Kawamata Onsen,
upstream along the Kinugawa River,
boasts open-air baths that offer
unimpeded views of the beautiful
scenery. The “Oku-Kinu Onsen town”
features four secret hot springs
regarded as the last of their kind in the
Kanto region and is collectively known
as the Four Hidden Hot Springs of
Oku-Kinu. The “Yunishigawa Onsen”
nestled deep in the mountains features
stunning scenery and is legendary for
healing the wounds of the warriors
known as Heike-no-Ochiudo (Defeated
Warriors of the Taira Clan).

region, such as “Imaichi Turned
Products”,“ Imaichi Cedar Incense”,

and “Ashio-yaki (Ceramics)”.

i ot
Imaichi Turned Products
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Nikko is an international tourist town drawing more than 10 million visitors annually.
Various resources that are located in the region, such as sights and events,

increase the town’s value and attraction and define the “Nikko Brand.”

For example, the town’s long history and culture and its precious natural resources

and diverse hot springs, as well as its food, customs, festivals, traditional crafts,

and other forms of local industry, have deep roots in local lives and are a uniquely attractive
aspect of this international tourist town.
Our aim is to improve Nikko’s visibility by
showcasing these features to the world,
thereby revitalizing the region.

What is the

= e

Nature

With 2,000-meter-high mountains in
the background, Nikko’s natural
surroundings are largely untrammeled
by human hands, such as its water
sources that feed the local watershed
along with its many waterfalls and hot

springs resorts in the mountains.

History & Culture

A World Heritage Site, Nikko has
seen its resort culture blossom on the
shores of Lake Chuzenji, which is rich
with historical buildings, including

many shrines and temples.

Traditional Crafts Food

Beginning with the construction of
the Nikko Toshogu Shrine, various
crafts in this town have been handed
down over many generations. These
traditional skills and art enrich the

region’s history and customs.

Many of Nikko’s foods, such as handmade
soba noodles, are renowned due the unique
flavor imparted by use of the area’s pure,
natural water. Another example is the
“Nikko Yuba,” a healthy soy-based product
whose roots can be traced back to the diet of
monks. Nikko has an abundance of both

agricultural products and prepared foods.




